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his own followers to a more liberal view of public
measures and public affairs, Peel should keep up their
spirit and discipline by frequent attacks on the Govern-
ment, and yet should not alienate the more moderate
and conservative of the Whigs by pushing his opposi-
tion to the verge of faction. This was the more difficult
because Lyndhurst was a man of far less politic and far
more combative temper, and Lyndhurst's influence in
the House of Lords was scarcely second to that of
Wellington himself. Nevertheless, Peel succeeded in
an undertaking which often tries the capacity of public
men even more than that of conducting the affairs of a
great empire. He held his party together, enlarging
its basis and consolidating its ranks, and kept his
opponents in office until the time was ripe for his own
return to real power. That might have happened in
1839, but for an untoward misunderstanding with the
queen. So completely had Peel by this time established
his ascendency, that early in 1839, Leader, the Eadical
member for Westminster, declared in a debate on the
Irish policy of the Government, amid applause from
both sides of the House, that " the right honourable
member for Tamworth governs England. The honour-
able and learned member for Dublin governs Ireland.
The Whigs govern nothing but Downing Street."
For a time after Peel's overthrow the restored Whigs
managed to present an appearance of capacity, strength,
and public confidence. Much of the legislation which
men are apt to think of as due to the energy of the first
reformed Parliament was really the work of the
Melbourne Government, and of Lord John BusselPs
ardour and capacity for legislation. But in spite of its